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GET EGG-CITED IN NORTHERN IRELAND THIS EASTER

Northern Ireland is the place to be this Easter for some egg-citing family fun and Tourism NI believes that with an action packed programme of events to suit every age group and taste, there really is something for everyone.  

Tourism NI’s PR Destination Officer, Pauline Gormley said every county in Northern Ireland has made an eggs-tra special effort this Easter.   

“It’s great that the evenings are getting longer and brighter and as a result people’s thoughts start to turn to the spring and summer months and getting out and about.  With the kids off at Easter every parent is looking for fun and exciting ways to entertain the whole family so we have put together a great list that covers right across Northern Ireland so no one has to miss out!”

To help you to plan your Easter break in Northern Ireland, Tourism NI has highlighted some of the events taking place. 

Belfast 
Hop onboard the Easter Eggspress on Easter Monday and Tuesday with your family for lots of Easter fun. This adventure-filled day out will include a steam train adventure to Whitehead with chocolate eggs for children. There are two train journeys available each day departing Belfast Central Station before arriving at Whitehead Excursion Station and heading back to Belfast later that afternoon.

Visit Belfast City Hall between April 4 and April 7 to experience a great line up of free family-friendly entertainment which includes arts and crafts, storytelling, drama and children’s workshops. 

Head on down to W5 this Easter from March 28 to April 12 to enjoy an old fashioned family day out at their Easter Carnival Games which will include a modern technology twist.  Throw balls to knock down virtual milk bottles, pop virtual balloons or smash virtual plates. Alternatively take part in the Giant Buzzer challenge where a steady hand is all that’s needed.

Co Antrim
Follow the Easter Bunny and hop down to Portrush on April 5 where you can enjoy the cracking procession of colour and joy at the Street Theatre parade. The fun starts from 1.30pm and will include lots of entertainment and quirkily dressed characters. 

For an event with a difference go to the Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre to experience the Benandonner’s Easter egg hunt which will feature spring animals as well as tasty chocolate treats. The event is on Easter Sunday and offers lots of fun activities to enjoy including face painting, balloon modelling and Easter bonnet making.

Co Armagh
If you would like to bring your children to an event where they can eggspress their inner artistic streak then the Easter Craft Club at the Palace Stables in Armagh on April 9 is for you.  Children can jump right in and get their hands dirty making traditional Easter crafts, take part in egg rolling, games and of course the ever popular Easter egg hunt. The club is suitable for 5-12 year olds and booking in advance is essential.

Enjoy the perfect family show, The Ugly Duckling at the Navan Centre & Fort. Children and adults alike can revel in the family fun, songs, dance, quack crafts and lots more eggs-citing activities. The event runs daily from April 4 to April 7 with shows at regular intervals throughout the day. Advanced booking is recommended.  

Co  Londonderry
The Easter bunny has dropped some of his eggs all around Jungle NI in Moneymore so why not bring your family along on April 5 to hunt them out at their popular Easter Hunt.  Participants will receive a number of clues and puzzles about where to find the eggs and must navigate through the Jungle’s enchanting forest collecting clues.  The Woodland Petting Farm will be filled with lots of creatures including some cute little chicks. Advanced booking is essential.

Enjoy lots of eggstra fun activities at Springhill’s fantastic Cadbury’s Easter Egg Trail around the house and grounds in Moneymore between March 30 and April 12. Take part in the face painting, children’s games and craft activities.

The Easter bunny has also left a trial of eggs around Downhill Demesne in Castlerock, Coleraine so be sure to pop down to try and find some tasty chocolate treats. 

If an afternoon of shopping is more your thing then the Easter Market at Portstewart is for you. The Ballycastle Town Market will be visiting Portstewart on April 5 and will host the very best in local artisan products and crafts and you can have a chat with the makers as you decide which goodies to buy. 

Co Down
Hop on over to the Bangor Easter Parade on April 6 where you can experience the spectacular Easter parade from 3pm which will include over 200 children and young people from youth and dance groups across North Down. Keep an eye out for pirate ships, colourful bands, dancers and live music. Other fun filled activities to look out for include a fun treasure island full of pirate themes, crafts and a new pirate area at Pickie Fun Park.

If you are looking for some toe tapping Easter fun with friends then go along to the Easter Country Music Showtime Concert on April 7 at the Newcastle Centre. Ireland’s first lady of country music, Susan McCann will take to the stage to top the bill at this special event and will be joined by Ally Harron, Marian Curry, Gary Gamble and Country Harmony.

If you have a young budding Rory McIIlroy then take them to the Easter Golf Camp at Banbridge Golf Course between April 1 and April 3. The three day camp which is aimed at kids offers golf enthusiasts the chance to learn new golf skills, coordination and balance movements with resident PGA professional, Jason Greenaway.

A fun filled Easter Farmer’s Market will take place in Comber on April 2 in St Mary’s Parish Church Park. There are activities for the whole family to enjoy including an Easter Bonnet competition for adults and an Easter treasure hunt for children. 

For something really unique this Easter Sunday, the South West Down Bands Association are hosting a concert at the Scarva Bandstand . Families can enjoy a relaxing Sunday afternoon at the magnificent Victorian bandstand on Scarva Green, set amidst the tranquil setting of Scarva village which is renowned for its superb floral displays. Children can enjoy a fun afternoon at the play park whilst parents can relax in the Tearooms with a delicious homemade cake. 


Co Fermanagh
Any water babies should try the Easter Cot Cruise at Crom on April 6 where they can experience Crom from a different perspective.  Enjoy the beauty and tranquillity as you sail around Lough Erne and learn about its 100 year old traditional craft. Booking is essential.

Bring the kids along to celebrate Easter at the Easter Extravaganza at Marble Arch Caves Visitor Centre.  A wide range of fun activities will be available allowing for a great family day out. Booking is advised.

The Easter Extravaganza at the Share Centre from April 3 to April 12 will be perfect for those who love outdoor activities. Visitors will enjoy the thrills of the variety of land and water activities which include archery, banana boating, canoeing, climbing, orienteering, circus skills and more. 

For a great family day out then the Eggstream Egg Hunt and Bunny Cruise at the Share Village is for you.  Visitors can take part in the picture orienteering challenge followed by a cruise on the Inishcruiser. 

Egg painting for families is available on April 6 at Orchard Acre Farm, Irvinestown so bring your nearest and dearest to sit round a table of crafts and get stuck in to the creative fun of egg and face painting plus tea and coffee and delicious home baked treats are available. 

Co Tyrone
The Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh is the perfect destination to enjoy the Spring Fair Day Easter Celebrations. Take in the sights, smells and sounds of a busy market day in 1900’s Ulster where there will be lots of entertainers to keep you amused. Try your hand at traditional crafts of spinning or basket weaving while younger visitors help feed the baby chicks and ducks. With storytelling sessions for all the family and a chance to take your partner for a spring-time hoe-down this promises to be a great day out for all ages. 

Go along to the Easter Workshop on April 11 at the Strule Arts Centre where you can take part in an Easter Egg hunt and might be lucky enough to find a scrumptious treat.

For further information on Easter in Northern Ireland click on www.discovernorthernireland.com. 
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