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TICKET SALES FOR DUBAI DUTY FREE IRISH OPEN PASS 70% MARK
European Tour urges golf fans to book now to avoid disappointment at gate
THIS year’s Dubai Duty Free Irish Open hosted by the Rory Foundation is still on course to be a sell-out with The European Tour revealing today that 70% of tickets have already been sold for the eagerly anticipated event which takes place at Royal County Down on May 28-31.
In 2012, the Irish Open at Royal Portrush became the first European Tour event to sell out in advance and once again, The Tour is urging golf fans to book their tickets early to avoid potential disappointment at the gate.
Another reason to book early is that ticket prices will increase to full gate prices on Friday May 1, so time is running out to grab a last minute discount.  
More than 80,000 spectators are expected in total at the event which, with the Rory Foundation on board as the official tournament host, is expected to be one of the best Irish Opens in the history of this great competition.
Using his considerable influence and pulling power, World Number One Rory McIlroy has already recruited many of the world’s leading players including Rickie Fowler, Patrick Reed, Sergio Garcia, Martin Kaymer, Luke Donald, Ernie Els, Graeme McDowell, Lee Westwood, Padraig Harrington, Paul Lawrie, José Maria Olazábal and of course Northern Ireland’s very own Ryder Cup Captain for 2016, Darren Clarke.  Even more big names are expected to follow before the entry deadline.
“This year’s Irish Open is the talk of the golfing world,” said Antonia Beggs, The European Tour’s Championship Director for the Irish Open.  “We were at Augusta for The Masters and there was a real buzz amongst players and officials alike about the Irish Open with everyone was telling us what a great event we have this year.
“Of course there is one man in particular that we have to thank for all of this and that is the World number one Rory McIlroy, whose support and personal drive to make this tournament the best that it can be has really been beyond amazing,” she added.
“It certainly makes for an unmissable event, as the Tourism NI advert says, and with 70 per cent of tickets already sold, we really would urge people to please book their tickets in advance and not risk turning up at the gate empty handed,” concluded Antonia.
Speaking earlier about the event, world number one Rory McIlroy said:  “I am delighted that the Irish Open is being hosted at Royal County Down in 2015.  It is hugely exciting to be joining some of the world’s greatest golf talents on my home turf. Northern Ireland has established itself as one of the world’s greatest golfing destinations and Royal County Down is one of the world’s finest links courses.”
[ctd…]
What’s on offer at this year’s Dubai Duty Free Irish Open
As well as the excitement on the course, there is a lot on offer for spectators at Royal County Down where the Championship Village will include a number of bars and dining outlets catering for all tastes, interactive activities and a big screen showing the live action along with a live hole by hole leaderboard.
There will be a number of grandstands and leaderboards throughout the course on key holes with fantastic views over the links.  A small number of reserved grandstand seats are available on the 17th and 18th green side stands however the majority of grandstand seats will be free for any spectators.  Sunday’s reserved grandstand seats have already sold out.
And unlike Royal Portrush, ticket holders will be able to leave the course and re-enter at will if they want to discover what Newcastle and its surrounding areas have to offer.
Anyone wanting to see the stars and witness the action first hand can purchase tickets on www.irishopen.ie.  Tickets for the main event currently cost £30 (Thurs-Sat) and £35 (Sunday) until Friday May 1, on which they will increase by £5 each day to full gate prices.  Season tickets for all four days are available for £75 until May 1, after which they will increase to £85.
Families will be delighted to hear that under-16s will be admitted FREE as long as they are accompanied by an adult (up to four children are allowed with one paying adult). 
Corporate hospitality tickets are also available for the event at a cost of £300 + VAT per person.  Already sold out on Friday May 29, these exclusive tickets include course admission with reserved grandstand seat on the 18th green, an official programme, reserved VIP parking (for one or two people), and generous hospitality in the Grand Ballroom in the neighbouring Slieve Donard Hotel - including breakfast followed by a Champagne Reception, a buffet lunch served with fine wines, afternoon tea and a complimentary bar.
For more information on accommodation offers and golf in Northern Ireland, visit www.discovernorthernireland.com/irish-open-2015.  Anyone travelling to the event is advised to plan their travel in advance with Translink offering a range of hassle-free and good value travel options. Click on www.translink.co.uk/irishopen for full details.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

ABOUT DUBAI DUTY FREE
Dubai Duty Free opened for business on December 20th, 1983 and over the past 32 years has grown to become one of the largest airport retailers in the world. A winner of several accolades the operation continues to innovate in terms of its offering, shopping experience and marketing approach. Employing over 5,700 people, Dubai Duty Free has consistently raised the benchmark for airport retailing and it continues to grow. The company achieved sales of US$1.914 billion in 2014.  Subsidiary businesses include The Irish Village, The Century Village and the Dubai Duty Free Tennis Stadium; home to the Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championships. Located on the same site in Garhoud, the Jumeirah Creekside Hotel, which encompasses the Aviation Club, is owned and developed by Dubai Duty Free and is managed by the Jumeirah Group. The operation is headed up by Irishman, Colm McLoughlin who is the Executive Vice Chairman of the operation and a recent recipient of the Irish Presidential Award for Distinguished Services in Business and Education category, which was presented by President Higgins in October 2014.
This is the first year for Dubai Duty Free to sponsor the Irish Open.   The airport retailer announced it was to take over title sponsorship of the Irish Open on March 13th, 2015.

-ENDS-

For further information on Dubai Duty Free please contact Sinead El Sibai, VP Marketing, DDF       sinead.elsibai@ddf.ae or Aileen O’ Brien, O’Brien PR  aileen@obrienpr.com  
or +353 (0) 86 8403624.
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